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timeline
1969
Vol. 1:1 The Christian 
and War

1971
Vol. 3:1 Time and Earth’s 
History
Vol. 3:2 Abortion

1973 
Vol. 5:1 The Eschaton: SDA perspective on second coming
Vol. 5:2 Stewardship and Securities
Vol. 5:3 World Council of Churches and SDAs

1970
Vol. 2:1 An Adventist in Congress 
by Jerry Pettis
Vol. 2:2 Regional Union 
Conferences Proposed

1972
Vol. 4:2 Heshbon – Biblical Confirmation or Confutation? 
SDA Organizational Structure Discussion
Vol. 4:3 Status and Role of Women in SDA Church; Ellen 
White and Historical Sources

1974
Vol. 6:1 The Fossil Forests of Yellowstone
Vol. 6:2 The Age of the Earth: How It 
Changed from Thousands to Billions of 
Years

Tour 44 years of Adventist 
history via Spectrum headlines

Spectrum provides a medium to 
share personal spiritual convictions 
without fear of reprisal. It encourages 
a diversity of opinion.

- Eric Magi, Washington, U.S.

Sabbath rest, they are attempting to be a people 
favored by grace and committed to Jesus. 

It is worth investing in such a community. 
And just because conversation is so basic to true 
Christian community, it is also worth investing 
in Spectrum.

Our communication platform aims for 
straight-from-the-shoulder truth-telling.  
The magazine provides in-depth reports and 
ground-breaking scholarship. The website 
delivers news and opinion on matters of 
immediate urgency. In response, everyone—
likeable or not, knowledgeable or not, gracious 
or not—can chime in. Through Spectrum every 
thoughtful Adventist can find both stimulus 
and freedom. Such Adventists can find, too, 

Only the passion, intelligence and 
faithfulness of an engaged membership can 
energize Adventism. Every member makes a 
difference. Every voice deserves a hearing. 

Through our journal and website, Spectrum 
gives everyone a chance to speak up—and 
talk back. Through these media, we are now 
touching 400,000 people a year. (Yes, 400,000.)  

The number needs, actually, to leap upward.  
Spectrum is Adventism’s best and longest-

promptings, the church begins to think and live 
its way into better answers and deeper concord.  

Amid harrowing cultural change, Adventism 
is today struggling to find itself. Too many are 
estranged from Adventist life, too many cynical 
or bored. Even the ardently engaged are too 
often angry or small-minded. Nevertheless, 
there is still vibrancy. People of every kind 
and color are still pursuing and exploring the 
Adventist way. Fired by hope and buoyed by 

lived platform for open, honest conversation. 
Scripture itself is the inspired record of such 
a conversation, and Jesus himself proposed 
truthful conversation as the right means of 
addressing conflict, achieving reconciliation, 
and advancing the church’s mission. 

So open, honest conversation is a value 
that matters, a key to authentic Christian 
community. When voices unfettered by fear 
or stale orthodoxy engage the Holy Spirit’s 

Why Spectrum Matters



will inspire others to give. And it will—it really 
will—help the whole church to live into a better 
version of itself. 

Thank you for support in the past. Thank you 
for considering this new opportunity.

1975
Vol. 7:3 Lawsuits and the Church; 
China and Vietnam: Mission and 
Revolution

1977
Vol. 8:2 Commentary on Prophetess of Health: A Study of Ellen G. White
Vol. 8:4 An Adventist Creed? Discussion of the Proposed Statement of 
Beliefs

1979
Vol. 10:1 The Bible Conference 
of 1919

1976
Vol. 8:1 Merikay and the Pacific 
Press

1978
Vol. 9:1 Festival of the Sabbath
Vol. 9:2 Church Settles Court Cases; The Christian, Homosexuals and the Law
Vol. 9:3 The Shaking of Adventism?
Vol. 9:4 The Geoscience Field Study Conference of 1978

1980
Vol 10:4 Desmond Ford Raises the 
Sanctuary Question
Vol. 11:2 The Sanctuary Review 
Committee; Ford Dismissal Reactions

that they are not alone. Redemptive ideas, and 
people who believe in them, abound and bring 
encouragement. Even when bad news makes 
the truth hard to bear, the unflinching pursuit 
of it is encouraging.

Along with passion for truthful writing, 
financial generosity has powered all of this. 
And now as ever, gifts are leverage for new life 
in Adventism. Spectrum keeps justice for women 
pastors at the forefront, publishes assessment 
as well as appreciation of Ellen White, gives 
scientists and theologians an unmuffled voice 
on matters of science and faith. All the while, it 
offers new perspectives on the deep meaning of 
Adventist convictions and experience.

Thanks to the website, conversation like this 
is now global. And supporting gifts matter, 
modest ones as well as major ones. A few years 
ago, $40,000 from one individual turned a 
rudimentary website into an interactive, online 
magazine. Earlier, a gift of $10,000 sent a 
reporter to the war crimes trial of an Adventist 
pastor in Rwanda. Today, similar gifts, 
together with new commitments to systematic 
generosity, will stimulate similar breakthroughs. 

Our goal for the Spectrum Global 
Community Campaign in 2013 is $250,000, 
about twice what we raised in 2012. Gifts will 
help us:

Enlarge the editorial team and recruit •	
additional writers/reporters worldwide 

Pay for travel expenses entailed by timely and •	
in-depth reporting of Adventist news worldwide

Upgrade the technical staff for the website•	
Finance the development of mobile platforms •	

All of this must happen for the sake of 
Adventist renewal and for the sake of Adventist 
hope, which moves from one generation to 
another and back. In this light, we are asking 
you for a pace-setting commitment. Your gift 

I read Spectrum to know I am not 
alone. I need Spectrum to gather 
pertinent background context to help 
me frame current actions by the GC 
leadership. 

- Carmen Lau, Alabama, U.S.



I was born into a long line of Seventh-day 
Adventists who had their roots in Cooranbong, 
Australia, and were involved in the construction 
of Avondale College and Sunnyside (Ellen G. 
White’s Australian home). 

My wife Floris and I attended Avondale 
College in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s. Caught 
up in the great church doctrinal crises of those 

times, we vigorously pursued an understanding 
of the issues. After college, we began a new life 
in aviation and agriculture, where we still work 
today.

In the ‘60s and ‘70s, accurate information and 
informed impartial dialogue related to spiritual 
issues affecting the Adventist Church and us 
were very hard to come by. Imagine our glee 
when a magazine with such content turned up. 
We subscribed to it, and have continued our 
subscription ever since!

Spectrum’s impartial, independent and 
intelligent treatment of the Adventist genre 
provides a credible source of information and 
perspective within our global church village, 
free from controlling agendas. It provides both 
pulpit and pew for all who cherish knowing 
and learning. And among the most valuable 
gifts from Spectrum was an introduction to the 
song “God of the Moon and Stars,” by Kees 
Kraayenoord.

Spectrum is our Adventist “Reformation” 
and heritage. Spectrum has given us hope that 
thought and tolerance remain and are alive in 

I’m a liberal conservative or rather a 
conservative liberal, fifth-generation Adventist 
with a great bunch of dear friends and dear 

the Adventist community. We are still “related” 
to the church because of it! To contribute to 
these values is a privilege.

Adventist and Christian thought desperately 
needs a new “construct” to answer the world’s 
questions about God and his relevance in 
the 21st century. Jesus “broke” the religious 
construct of his time with revolutionary 
thinking, interpretations and insights. I hope to 
find at least some of the answers in Spectrum.

Why Our Donors Matter

1981
Vol. 12:1 The Burbank Case; The Davenport 
Fiasco; The Openness of God Reviews

1983
Vol. 13:3 The General Conference Overrules Commission on 
Davenport Disclosures
Vol. 14:1 Medi-Cal Forces Changes at Adventist Hospitals

1985
Vol. 16:1 Baby Fae: Anatomy of a Decision
Vol. 16:4 The Church of the South Emerges at New 
Orleans (General Conference Session)

1986
Vol. 16:5 1985 Annual Council: Female Pastors are 
Not as Equal as Others

1982
Vol. 12:3 Adventism and Homosexuality
Vol. 12:4 Reviews of The White Lie by 
Walter Rea

1984
Vol. 15:2 Women Pastors Begin 
Baptizing; The Conservative 
Restoration at Geoscience

Donor Profile – Rob Thomson
“God of the Moon and Stars”
Queensland, Australia

Donor Profile – 
Gerhard Svrcek-Seiler
“The Conservative Liberal”
Wien, Austria



1989
Vol. 19:4 Abortion
Vol. 19:5 By Invitation Only: The New Adventist 
Theological Society

1991
Vol. 20:4 Draft Report of the General Conference 
Commission on Governance, Proposed Abortion Guidelines

1988
Vol. 19:1 A True North American Division: Why We 
Can’t Wait
Interscholastic Sports on Adventist Campuses

1987
Vol. 17:5 Chamberlains Cleared by Royal Commission; 
The Harris Pine Bankruptcy: Too Much, Too Soon?
Vol. 18:1 AIDS Comes to Adventism

1990
Vol. 20:5 The Making of a General 
Conference President, 1990
The Debate About Women: What 
Happened? Why?

1992
Vol. 22:1 K.E. Piner Reports on a Federal Judge’s 
Ruling on ‘Seventh-day Adventist’ as a Trademark
Vol. 22:4 Adventist Christians, Cultural Muslims

enemies. Uneasy (?) but gentle and friendly—
when not provoked. I am very left-brained, 
particularly about laws and commandments—
the civil and criminal laws. 

Things I love: Job, the Song of Solomon, 
Ecclesiastes, Paul’s writing to the Corinthians 
and somebody’s writing to the Hebrews in 
Greek. All kinds of art—those right-brained 
expressions be they antique or contemporary. 
Operas like Salome and Rosenkavalier and Moses 
and Aaron. The Missa solemnis and St. Matthew’s 
Passion, but sorry, I am too clumsy for jazz.

I’ve spent my life dwelling on the banks of the 
Danube, but I have roots on the Rhine and the 
Vltava. I’m an urban type living in the suburbs, 
a physician without a white coat—but with the 
vision of belonging to those clothed with white 
robes (Rev. 7:9). However, it is not as though I 
have attained perfection, but I follow after and 
am apprehended by Jesus Christ. For now we 
see through a glass darkly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then shall I know even 
as I am known.

and Northern California teacher, and donate 
monthly to Spectrum.

Spectrum brings news by written and 
electronic media—bridging the gap between 
the old and new ways of communication (I 
enjoy using both).  

Spectrum is also dedicated to writing about 
all subjects—even the “taboo” areas that most 
Adventists are uneasy to discuss.  

My monthly donation is part of my tithe—I 
know God will bless it because it brings up-to-
date news to the Adventist world!

I am a certified sign language interpreter 

Donor Profile – Robin F.
“Bridging the Gap”
California, U.S.

I support, encourage and look forward 
to Spectrum….I delight in reviewing 
other points of view. 

- Duane Bietz, Oregon, U.S.

Thanks to Spectrum and especially 
Spectrum blogs, I realize there are 
many other thinking Adventists like 
myself…I therefore still consider myself 
a Seventh-day Adventist.

- H. Lyndon Marter, Maryland, U.S.



1993
Vol. 23:1 The Making 
of David Koresh

1995
Vol. 25:1 World Votes No to 
Women’s Ordination
A Sacred Moment at Sligo

1997
Vol. 26:2 ‘Total Commitment to God’ 
Statement
Vol. 26:3 Why Investigate Walla Walla Now?

1994
Vol. 23:4 Reviews of Alden Thompson’s 
Inspiration
Vol. 24:2 Adventist Tragedy, Heroism in 
Rwanda

1996
Vol. 25:3 Adventists and 
Biological Warfare

1998
Vol. 26:4 Saving the 
Church’s Pension Plan

2000
Vol. 28:2 Regional Conferences Withdraw 
from the NAD Pension Plan
Vol. 28:4 A (NAD) President with the 
Heart of a Youth Pastor

1999
Vol. 27:2 Replacing a General Conference 
Executive Officer

How did you begin writing for Spectrum?
I was a sophomore English and journalism 

major at Columbia Union College (now 
Washington Adventist University) when I met 

What was your most memorable interview?
The interview I did with Ralph Watts, former 

president of the Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency, comes to mind. We had many long 
phone conversations about his experiences with 
ADRA and as a church administrator. He is a very 
interesting character, and it took me a very long 
time to edit all the material!

What drew you back to Spectrum’s web team, after 
several years of hiatus?

I appreciate the work that Spectrum is doing 
to promote community through conversation. 
I like being a part of Spectrum’s web team, 
and having the freedom to pursue stories that 
I am interested in writing. Also, with three 
small children at home, it’s really nice to have 
something to think about other than laundry, 
diapers and novel ways to conceal vegetables!

How does the Interviews column enrich the 
community?

I try to feature Adventists who are doing 
interesting things, offering insights into 
corners of the church we might not know 
about, and maybe ideas others might like to 
follow up on. The Interviews column features 
some pretty inspiring people—like Norma 
Nashed of Restore a Child, and Abel Kirui, 
one of the world’s fastest marathoners.

Roy Branson and Chip Cassano, who published 
Spectrum from a small office on the CUC campus. 
I worked there until I graduated, and learned an 
immense amount from Chip and Roy about writing 
and editing, but also about politics, yoga and how 
important it is to read the New Yorker! The first big 
article I worked on was about the Adventist pastor 
in Rwanda accused of genocide, and it just went on 
from there. 

Spectrum just might keep this 
Church—this group of people and 
institutions, these communities that 
could benefit so many—from self-
destruction. Thank goodness for a place 
I do fit in!
- Ellen Brodersen, Virginia, U.S.

Why Our Writers Matter

Midori Yoshimura, assistant editor, interviews 
Alita Byrd, Spectrum interim blog and 
interviews editor

Writer Profile – Alita Byrd
Georgia, U.S.



2001
Vol. 29:4 A New Study of 
Adventist Health

2005
Vol. 33:3 SDA Church Gets New Fundamental Belief
Woman Elected to Church Vice Presidency and Other 
Surprises from the Nominating Committee

2002
Vol. 30:1 Twelve Reasons Why the IBMTE Won’t Work
Vol. 30:2 Debating the CUC Case
Vol. 30:3 Living Life in the Closet: The Hidden Lives of 
Gay and Lesbian Adventists

2004
Vol. 32:1 ADRA and Adventist Missions: Rescued 
or Kidnapped?
Vol. 32:3 Uncovering the Origins of the Statement 
of the Twenty-Seven Fundamental Beliefs

2003
Vol. 31:2 Searching for Truth in Reports of the 
Sabbath Massacre
Vol. 31:4 The Face of Hispanic Adventism

2006
Vol. 34:1 In the Church and Out of the Closet

Writer Profile – Jason Hines
Texas, U.S.
Alexander Carpenter, former website editor, 
interviews Jason Hines, lawyer and Spectrum 
columnist

As an Adventist legal scholar, why do you care 
about religious liberty issues? 

I don’t see how any Adventist legal scholar 
could not be interested in this. When I first 
became concerned, I was much more selfish about 
it, and worried that the creeping conjoining of 
religious conservatives and political influence/
power would have detrimental effects on 

Adventist. In improving our position on these 
two issues, we could go a long way in fulfilling 
the task of the church: the sharing of this 
wonderful, life-changing gospel.

Adventists’ religious freedom.
More than that, I am now concerned about 

two things. First, that the desire for power on 
the part of certain segments of Christianity will 
have detrimental effects on the rights of non-
Christians to live according to the dictates of 
their conscience. Second (and more importantly), 
I think that the picture that Christians’ actions 
have created has had a detrimental effect on their 
ability to witness to people in this country. It has 
become harder to talk to people about a caring, 
loving God when so many of his followers seem to 
be so unlike him.

What are some of the most important theological 
and social issues in your understanding of 
Adventism and the future of humanity? 

The theological and sociological issue of 
freedom of conscience—the bedrock for spreading 
the gospel—is most important. If people are 
cajoled to follow God’s law, we are not helping 
them to be disciples, as the Bible asks us to. 
Instead, we are just creating people with the 
outward appearance of Christianity. 

Another issue is balancing our understanding 
of the love of God with our understanding of the 
importance of the law. This extends to people who 
generally do not fit our conservative picture of an 

I have been drawn to the free and 
independent voices of Adventism. 
In my youth I felt Spectrum to 
be divisive and negative. With 
maturity, I find it positive and 
progressive. 

- John B. Hoehn, Oregon, U.S.



2009
Vol. 37:4 Off the Record Conversations 
on the Road to Atlanta
The European Battle for the Soul of 
Adventism

2011
Vol. 39:3 Misunderstandings Multiply: 
La Sierra Employees File Suit, WASC 
Issues Formal Notice of Concern

2012
Vol. 40:3 Looking for Lessons in the 
ADRA Leadership Change
Bible Texts and Homosexual Practices

2010
Vol. 38:2 Strong Gospel, Strong China, Strong Women 
Pastors
Vol. 38:3 The Backstory on the Newly-Elected 
Presidents

2007
Vol. 35:2 Writing a Prophet: A Behind the Scenes 
Look at Red Books, a New Play about Ellen 
White

Numbers & Milestones That Matter

Jan. 1, 2013 to May 31, 2013
185,569 unique people have visited •	

the site, a 15% increase over the same 
period in 2012

450,221 total visits, a 12% increase •	
over the same period in 2012

967,069 pageviews•	
65% of traffic comes from the United •	

States
The next three largest countries in •	

traffic are Australia, Canada and the 
United Kingdom

Production of “Adventist •	
Women+Equality=Unity”

Coverage of:•	
        - Annual Council, year-end meetings
        - Live streaming of union 
constituency meetings
        - La Sierra University employee 
lawsuit
        - Leadership change at ADRA

Hosted 2012 Adventist Forum •	
Spirituality Conference in Portland, 
Oregon 

Opening of the Spectrum Digital •	
Archives

Website Highlights

2008
Vol. 36:3 The Promise 
of Stem Cell Research

Key Accomplishments of 
the Past Year
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2011 2012

Operating Expenses

Revenue and Support

0
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2011 2012

•	Memberships	increased	by	
about 3% 

•	Other	revenue	have	tripled	
due to “God, Sky & Land”

•	Operating	expenses	about	
$30,000 less than last year

•	Operating	net	income	of	
$442 compared to operating 
loss of $20,824 last year

Financial Highlights



The Spectrum community is dependent on 
the goodwill and commitment of donors, writers 
and readers around the world. We feature just a 
few of them in this report as a small gesture of 
gratitude for all of you. 

As we launch the Spectrum Global 
Community Campaign with its goal of raising 
$250,000 this fiscal year 2013-2014, we 
appreciate the generosity that has long blessed 
and sustained our efforts. 

There are many ways for you to be involved in 
the Spectrum community. You can: 

• Read and participate in the website   
        conversation 

• Introduce others to the Spectrum community
• Subscribe to the journal for yourself or others
• Attend our annual conference
• Participate in local Adventist Forum chapter   

         events

• Introduce us to new writers and reporters
• Alert us to news we should cover
• Consider a first-time financial or in-kind gift
• Make a special donation to support the          

        Spectrum Global Community Campaign
• Pray for the Spectrum community. 
With each individual contribution, our 

community becomes stronger. Together we create a 
more vibrant faith community.

Thank You, Everyone!

Why Your Contributions Matter



Spectrum Board Members Spectrum Staff Members 

Lee Blount
Woodbury, Minnesota

Ellen Brodersen
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Debbi Christensen
Roseville, California

Bonnie Dwyer
Granite Bay, California

Henry Felder
Durham, North Carolina

Lawrence Geraty
Riverside, California

Rich Hannon
Salt Lake City, Utah

Carmen Lau
Birmingham, Alabama

Kenneth Peterson
Camas, Washington

Editor: Bonnie Dwyer

Assistant Editor: Midori Yoshimura

Design: Laura Lamar

Web Team: Alita Byrd, Joelle Chase, 
Bonnie Dwyer, Rich Hannon, Jonathan 
Pichot, Ruben Sanchez, Wendy Trim, 
Midori Yoshimura

2013 Community Report Design by Mark 
Dwyer

Brenton Reading
Shawnee, Kansas

Gail Rice
Riverside, California

Charles Sandefur
Silver Spring, Maryland

Charles Scriven
Kettering, Ohio

Brent Stanyer
Spokane, Washington


